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A 
DECLARATION 


OF THE 
Lord Major, Aldermen,and Com- 


mons of the City of LONDON, in 
Common-counucell allembled. 


under what pretences, His Majeity 
was (urpriied at Koldenty, where Hee 
was placed by conient of both King= 
domes; and how thence removed, 
and at lait brought into the Ariny ; 
under whoie power His Royall 
Perlon hath ever ince b-en« k-pt, 
and carry-d ro and fro, n »tiwith- 


ſtanding that His Curpri'all was di owned by the Generall 
W for bimiſelfe, and all the Officers «hour dim, and tor the Budy of | ener to the 
_ the Aimy: and that Fnce both Houſes of Pail'ament had S; e %er trom 
required Ris Royall Perton to be brought to Fi. 10 d,and te Gne © 
there lett in the hands ofthe Commillioners of Patliament 9#'<45 Juny 
| 1A'2 who * 7" 
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Manifefto of 
the Army, 27. 
Junii, 1647, 
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who __ _ at Holdenby : Came by = pong the 
Army yet deny, I hat no place might be propoſed for Ha CMaje- 
Ries 5 fdenc nearer London,then where they wonld allow Ml 
®uarters of the Army to bee. All theſe things we doube nat but - 
by this time are {o evidently known and apparent to the- 
whole Kingdore, that wee ſhall not need to inlilt upon any 
particular diſcovery thereof. And wee believe that the 


right-underſtanding and wel-affeted people of this King- 


lome, whoaremember, and {till adhece unto the Cavenant 


which they Have wade with God, have all along obſerved, 
n what manner the Army , inthe poſture whereinto they 
1ave.put themlſelves,have ever lince proceeded with the Par- 
liament and City , and fought to improve theic intereſt 
throughouttheKingdome, Wee, for our parts,ſhall not 


preſume todeliver.any thing of our ſenſe upon that which 
hath been altered, aKed, or conſented unto by both Houſes 


at the gnſtance, interpoſition, .or importunity of the Army ; 7 
bug, only defire hereby to give a true accomptunto the Kings 


dome, 5pon whar grounds and reaſons we have beerrleqto 
concurre wich the Army,in many of their late deſiyes to the 
Parliament, ( which happily may have beeric looked 
upon with:ſome. admiration ) and what our juſt ends 
and aimes were, in ſending down and continuing a 
Committee of Aldermen and Citizens in the Army all this 
time... | 

The City Remonftrance and Petizion of the 26, of ay, 
2646.. our Petition and Repreſentation of the 1 9 of Decenr 


ber, 1646. and onr Petition ofthe 17 of March laſt, 1646. in 


the ewo laſt of which the disbanding of the Army was parti-- 


culacly and eſpecialy inGſted npon, have we are confident ſa- 


tisfied all moderare and unbyaſied men, that wee were deft? 


rous, upon the firſt opportunity which God gave us,. t6 ex* 


preſſe our great zeal for the ſettlement of Peace inthisKing-. 
dome- by. cftabliſhing of the trac Religion, reſtoring His 
Majeſty to His juit 'Rights and Authority , maintaining 

' thePrivilcdges of Parliament, eafing the great charge of 
the Kingdome, ſecuring the people in their lawfall Liber- | 
ves . 
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tics and properties, and relieving our, diftreiſed felfow 


Subj<&: and Proteſtants in Ireland; And in order hereunto, 
wee have given two ſuch ſignall Teſtimonies, in thar 
wee- were theprincipall Leaders —— tothe firſt 
advancing of 200000, 4. towards the fatistaQtion of onr 
Brethren of Scorland, when they had agreed to returne 
to their Country, and to this latter ſuddaine railing of 
the like ſuinme of 200000.4, for the payment of thig 
Army, {and the affaires ot Trelavd) when the Parliament 
bad reſolved upon the disbanding and diſpoſing of 10 
many of the Army as the Kingdome had no further uſe 
of,as we will hope that all men have beeneclecrely convin- 
ced of our fincere intentions, as much as lay in us, and as 
farce as it was fic for us to appeare therelti, to improve our 
utmolt indeavours, to ads the way opento an happy 
compaſure of all things. And when the Army refuled to 
disband, and had fled themſelves of the perſon of the 
King,thereby juſtifying that bold ſeizure of Him,which the 
General! at firſt diſclaimed as aforeſaid, and that the Ar- 
my was upon their March. or, as they called it, draw- 
ing neare to Loxdn, and that this City wasin 4 manner 
Summoned by a Letcer of the 10, Funelalt, under the 
hands-of the General), and other Prime Officers of the 
Army, although the Paxtiament were at that time ſenſible 
enough of the (trange carriage vf the Army towards them, 
and netwichiiznding that the Armics1ying ſo long neare 
to the City, did yery much hinder and impaire the Trade 
thereof, to the great prejudice of the Ciry in” particu- 
lar,. and of the Kingdome in generall ; yet wee to ſhew 
how much we were defirous to avoid the occalionot.a new 
War,did make bold often to addreſſe our ſelves tothe Par- 
liament, and joyned with the Army ir many of their de- 
mands to the Honorable Houſes,ſene down a Committee of 
Aldermen, and Citizens to refide in the Army 20 maintaine 
all ood correſpondence on both fides, and akhough the | 
Army a long time hovered _ the Parliament and City, 


wee” 


— 


DN Ey———_s EP <y—__——_ 
=_—_ 


ngon— i t—__ 


— AHERN oem Sgt. AA. —_ 


Vores Of rhe 
Houle of 
(OMNMOoNs 25 
Juntz 1647+ 


IP 


wee {ill omitted no endeavours or good Offices on our 
Parts,as farre as wee could well appeare tor them,to mani- 
teit how.caretull we were to uph-v1d x g001 underitanding 
between the Army and the Citie. Wh .t violation the Pci- 
vilcdges of the Houle of Commons ſuff:red when the cje- 
ven accuſed VWiem\ers were enforced by the Army t.> with= 
draw themtelves after it was declared upn'che Queition, 
Tat by he Lawes of the Land, no judzement can bee piven to 
ſuſpend thoie M:mbers, or any of them from ſitting in the Houſe 
upon the Papers preſented from the A-my before Particulars pro= 
duced andprovfes made; And in what manner the Parliament 
have to (atishe the Army, as it were renounced all Fyr- 
raigne Ayde under whar pretence ſoever, even ſuch as are 
under the tame Covenant with them ; Theſe thi-:gs wee 
Gy being tranſaRted by the Repreſentative B»dy of the 
a, Br Kingdome, and publick every where, It is evident 
what great inilu-nce, to ſay no more, the Army hath 
chroughoat hid upon the Councells of Parliamence, Aud 
for this Citic, it hath (uffered ir fel fe to bee ſo bounded 
by the Army in relation to any preparation tor ics owne 
Guard and D-fence, whilt yet the Army is recrauted, and 
the Souldicrs of the whole Kinzdome invited to joyne 
with them, thar the Cirie hath beene very much expoſed 
to hazard and {anger there>y. Yet a'!though this Army 
bee inveſted with the whole Power of the Land-Forces of 
this Kingdom? under pay of the Parliament, when there 
is nothing left that can probably mik> any con:1derable re- 
fi'tance. an4{that it was exo-Rel they (houl ll fall roundly 
ponthole things which concerned the Publick onely; as 
th-y profeſſed from th- beginning; The Army contrary to 
that which they d-clared in their ai { Lerter ot the tenth of 
los laftunto rhe Citie, ant their D:claracion or Repre- 
entation of the foureteenrh of Fung, that they would not 
doe beyond thiir d-{ires at th ut cim: exoretled, .and for other 
pa! ticulars would acquieice,im the wifedome and jufice of the. 
Pariiamnt, now demand:the M:iitis: of the.Cicie of Lon= 
dot, which had been eſtablifted '»y Ordinance of Parliament 
of the 4. of May lat, to continue tor an Wavle yeare in 


the 


he 
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the hands of ſuch , as by their authorith were nominated 
by che Lord Major. Ald-rmen, & Commons in Common- 
Councel] affembl-d , and delirethe iame ro be put jnto.0- 
ther hands ; & io far prevail with the Parliament that they 
immediatly. con{ented thereunto, although formerly they 
never made choyle of, enlarged, or changed this Militia 
of London , but they (till were plealed firit to Conmmuni- 
cate the ſanie unto theCourt of Common-Councell of 
this City. But wee humbly and thanketully ackno:vJedge 
that upon our humble Petition the Parliament prelently 
recalled the ſame, and re-eltablithed the Militia appointed 
by Ordinance of the 4. of May lait as aforeſaid. And there- 
fore being thus awakened by the unexpected and undeler- 
ved interpoſition of the Army in the Mil;1ia of the City, 
which wee maſt proteſt to be ſubje& to no other Cogni- 
zance but of the King and Parliament, and having <x- 
perience how ſtrongly the Army have ever infilted upon 
any thing they once demanded , wee cannat but fore-ſee, 
how farre our proceeding in the bulinefſe may. be miſ- 
repreſented to the Kingdome , and miſ-underltood by 
thoſe , who from the great profeſſions of the Army, have, 
.or doe expet from them a ſpeedy (ertlement of the 
peace of the To pays and ſo may be poſſeiſed with 
ſomething , as it wee by contelting for our Militia did 
ſeeke to retard the ſame. And this hath cait us upon 
this Declaration, wherein although wee have unwilling- 
ly beene enforced to touch upon ſome , proceedings of 
the army with the Parliament and this Citie , which pre- 
ceded their intermedling with our Militia , yet wee conld 
not omit the ſame, that wee might make it cleare to the 
Kingdome , what little reaſon the army had, when they 
had obtained ſo much from the Parliament , and that rhe 
Citie had ſo farre complyed with them , at laſt-co demind 
the change of that Militia, which never moved ih any thing 
without our Cognizance, and (o could never give the Ar- 
© my any juli cauſe of exception. And we will hope that all 
the Kingdome will be fully ſatished hereby, how extream- 


ly deſirous wee have beene all along to avoid giving any 
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UE offtnce, or provocation, and bee convinced 
that wee could not in honourdoe tefſe then wee have done 
to preſerve our Interelt in {o great a part of our Govern- 
ment. Forour parts, wee call God.to witnelic wee have 
a Bratherly ſenſe of the many great preſlures under which 


the Countrey mult needs lic by quartering the Army, and 
when the Army ſhall bee ready, of which they have given 
the Kingdome ſo great hopes, to offer any thing to the 
Parliament for the ſeeclement of the Pablick, None ſhall 
more readily. and z:alouſly joyne with them therein, then 
wee , who from the bortome of our hearts abhorre the 
thought of a new ' Warre, Bur if this Vindication of 


- our Right in the /filirze of this Citie, ſhall be chought by 


the Army, to bea jult cauſe for them, either to divert chem 


from falling ſpeedily upon that which concernes the pub- 


like Peace, orto caſt them upon any extraordinary courles, 
ler God, the Kingdome, and che whole world bee judgebe- 
eweene them and us. 

As for that Petition and Engagement which hath lately 
been ſer on foot in thename of divers Citizens, Commander, 


Officers, and Souldiers of the T rained Bands and Anxiliaries, 


the Toung Men and Apprentices of the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, Se2 Commanders, Seamen and Waterneen, toge- 
ther with divers o1her Com manders, officers, and Sonldiers Within 
the Line of Communication and Pariſhes mentioned in the Weekely 
Bills of Meortality,direfted unto the Lord Major, Aldermen & 
Commonsin the Common or Guild- hall afſembled, upon 
which the Army alſo have by their Letter of the 23. of 
Fu laſt at large given us their ſenſe ; To this wee have no 
more to ſay, butthat for as mich as wee can colle&, we find 
this Petition and Engagement to bee occaſioned from the 
intelligence which came from the Army, that they would 
demand the alteration of the Afilitia of this Citiezat which, 
if our Citizens and other Inhabitants tooke the Alarme, the 
diſtemper which ic begot cannot be charged on the Govern- 
ment of the Citie, Neither can we ſee,why the Army ſhould 
take notice thereof, it b*ing onely intended to the Com- 
mon=Hall, but never preſented, even as the Petition 
of cheir Souldiery was to their Generall, which being 
taken notice of by the Parliament as it was in agita= 


tion, 
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tion , was then fo deepely reſented by the Souldiary., 


that trom thence hath followed the putting of the Army. 
into that poſture wherin now it is : Having thus clcared our 


{elves fromany deſign to embroyle our ſelves or the Kingdome 


ma new war , we finde our ſelves obliged {by which alſo wee 

hope the whole world -will be the more fully ſatisfied of our 
efires for a ſpeedy , firme, and juſt Peace) to declare unto the 

whole kingdome the bottome of our hearts and aff:ions , as: 
in relation unto his Majeſty , whonr we have al waics-and (hall 

ever acknowledge to be our true and only Sovereigne,although 

his Royall Pcrſon have during theſe diſtractions been divided 
fromus.. Our Remonſtrance, Repreſentation, and Petition be= 
fore mentioned, and a Jatter Petition to both Honlcs on the 17 

of March, laſt,preſently after his Majeſtie came to Helder.6y, 

have,we doubt nor,aIrcady juſtified us: that in al.our addrefles to 

the Parliament, upon all occaſions which did'concerne the Pub- - 
lique, wee have ever remembred to expreflc our earnclt defires 
for his Majcſtics Honorable and ſpeedy returne to His Honſes 

of Parliament : And fince his ſuppriſall , wee have with mnch 
longing attended what the Army would propoind concerning ' 
His Majcſtic in particular, according to the greater expeAation 
which they have raiſed inthe people , from:that which they 
have hinted in their Declaration or Repreſentation, and other 
Papers., of their intentions towards His Majeſty. Bur upon 
what great affaires conducing to the ends,the Army at firſt pro» 
fefled , the time hath been hitherto ſpent , and nothing done, + 
bnt taget the whole power of the Kingdome and City into - 
their hand, is ſufficiently apparent. 

Wee therefore doe in the preſence .of Almighty God pro- 
tefle that there is nothing in the world that wee more deſire + 
then that His Majeſtie may be put and left free , in ſuch an Hoe . 
norable Condition and capacity, as His:Perſon may appeare to: : 
be ac libertygto receive & treat upon ſuch Propoſitions as fhall - 
be preſentd unto Him from the Parliaments of both His King - 
domes. For our conſciences tell ns, - whulſt FOIEOEnD= 


- 
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{on is invironed by an army , and remaines under the power 


thereof , wee cannot expet rhat either His Majeſtic s Princel 
heart can give that free aflent unto thoſe chings which (hall be 
propounded unto Him as 1s reguilite, or if He doe.cannot hope, 
ith good reaſon, that wee and our Poſteriry ſhall, withone al- 
teration, enjoy the ſame. And therefore vwee are refolved ear- 
neſtly , yet with humility, to apply our ſelves to the Parlia= 
ment to this purpole, and hope that all goed SubjeRs, ivho are 
touched with any ſence of that Duty and Allegiance which 
by the Law of God and man they owe unto their King, 
will unanimouly joyne with us therein. 

Wee cannot omit allo ro declare unto the Kingdome, how 
we have {adly obſerved , fince the Eleven accuſed Members 
withdrey themſelves, and that the Army hath dayly growne 
upon the Parliament, .that a very greatand'confiderable tum- 
berof other Members of the Houſe of Commons have alfo 
retyred themſelves, to the endangering of the Kingdome , 
which never more needed a full Councell s And therefore, we 
ſhail make onr ſpeedy addrcfle to the hononrable Honſe of 
Commons, tv call inall the Members of their Houſe, reſi- 
ding in the A:my, or retyred to their dwellings, by leave of 
the Houle, or otherwiſe : . And we ſhall particularly infift up= 
on. the readmiſſion of the Eleven Members , lately driven 


. out of the Henſe of Commons, by the violent purſitic of the 


Army, contrary- to: the ſenſe of the ſame Houſe, the Law 
of the Land , and the Priviledges ef Parliament ; wherein 


1){o, wee are confident, all good: Engliſhmen and lovers of 


their Countrey, will adhere unto Them and Us. 
Wee ſhould: exprefſſe our {elves further to vindicate this 


: City bcfore the Kingdome,, from the aſperfions which nu 
heve, throughout theſediſtraftions, been caſt upon this City, 

to have been the firſt Promoters and Contrivers of this nn- - 

- naturalt. Warre : which God for the ſinns of this Nation hark 


brought-upon the Kingdome-But that God is our witnes;how 
deſirous:We have been atall crimes, and ſtill ares of a ſafe and 
well grounded Peace , and with what fellow-fccling we have 


looked 
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looked upon the Miſeries, which this long Warre hath brought 


tpon our fellow-Subjcas taroughout the Countrey. 
And thus»s we have herein truely and clecrely ftated the 


- matter of difference ( 1f 1i can be called any ) berweene Us 


and the Army, To wit, thisalone, That we could wot ſubmit 
the CHMilina rf thu Citie to bre altered at the pleaſmre of an 
eArmy , after it hai beene [o o-derly ſetl & in the Hand: of 
ſuch as were wmtruſted therewith, for one whole yeare, when there 
was a full and free Parliament : So wee finde it more then 
Time, that the whoie Kingdome yvere poſlefled with the 
true State tlicreofs Ana therefore, and to this end, we have 
beene mn ccMirred to this Declaration : whereby, as we are 
cont. nr, rac whole Kingdome will cleerly diſcover, upon 
won 4 cnilt of a new Warre (which we doe ſtill, and 
ſill over avioire) muſt juſtly lye 2: So, and no otherwiſe 
M1l] we expo ableſſing from Almighty God, in our juſt 
dtc, (if we muſt be put upon the ſame ) then as from 


- the bocrome of our hearts, We ſincerely deſire, an happy and 


ſpeedy Peace, by the ſcrticment of true Religion tn thu King- 
dome by re-eſtabliſhing his Majeftir in His juſt Rights and 
Authority , by uph-laing all lawfull Priviledges of @ free 
Parliament, by maintaining the F undamentall Lawes of the 
Land, by refloring and ſecgring the Subjett unto, and in his 
Inſt 1 iberty aud Property , and by freeing thus long oppreſſed 
Kingdome of all taxes, andenforced free Dnarters , towards 
the maintexance of an Army , which of a long time hath had 
wo viſible Enemy to encounter : And from this Reſolution, 
by the bleſſing of God, we ſhall never recede, for any carth- 
Ly Conſideration or advantage whatlocvers 


Michel, 


FINIS, 
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